is father saw him and...ran to his
son, threw h|s arms around him and
k|ssed him.

Luke 15:20
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Fourth Sunday in Lent March 14, 2010
Hymn: “Not Unto Us” (Please Stand and Face Processional Cross)............cocueeeeeeeeeeeeeemnnns Hymn 558
Confession and ADSOIULION ..........ieviieiieiciieeiie e eieeeee st ste e e e e e sbeesaaeeseesnseesnseesen Page 203

Introit (Spoken Responsively—Psalm 116:1-5, 7-8, 12, 17 NIV):

(P I love the LORD, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy.

Because He turned his ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I live.

(P] The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by
trouble and sorrow.

Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, save me!”

(P] The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the LORD has been good to you.

(P} For You, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from
stumbling.

How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?

(P) I will sacrifice a thank offering to You and call on the name of the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P Ilove the LORD, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy.

Hymn of the Season: “The Lamb™...........cccoecieiiiiiniiiirie et sre e sae s Hymn 547
(Sung During Lent in Place of the Gloria in Excelsis—Remain Standing)

Salutation and Collect of the Day (Prayed in Unison):

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning, and though
we have in no way deserved Your goodness, You still abundantly provide for all our
wants of body and soul. Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Old Testament Reading .........c.ccocveevvveecriercrennnnnns

................................................. Isaiah 12:1-6 NIV

God'’s people live in joyful expectation of redemption, initially fulfilled in the return
of ancient Israel from captivity in Babylon, and ultimately fulfilled by the Messiah’s
rescue of the new Israel, the Christian Church, from the spiritual captivity of sin.

In that day you will say:
“I will praise you, O LORD.

Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away

and you have comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust and not be afraid.
The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my

song;

he has become my salvation.”
With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation.

In that day you will say:
“Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;
make known among the nations what he has
done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious
things;
let this be known to all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among

2

you.

Gradual (Spoken Responsively—Hebrews 10:10 NIV, 1 Peter 2:24 NRSV):

(P] We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross.

Epistle Reading .........ccoooeviiniiiiniiiieieceeee,

................................... 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 NIV

Christians are ambassadors to all the world from Christ himself, announcing the Good News:

“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not counting men’s sins against them.’

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly
point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this
way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to

Gospel Acclamation...........cceeveveerveerveeriessveenenn.

s

himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

........... “Glory Be to Jesus” (LSB 433,verses 1-2)

(Sung During Lent in Place of the Alleluia)

Glory be to Jesus, who in bitter pains
Poured for me the life-blood from His sacred veins.

Grace and life eternal in that blood I find;
Blest be His compassion, infinitely kind.

Holy GoSpel .....cccvveviiieiieeiieciiecce e

....................................... Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 NIV

This has been called the greatest of Jesus’ parables. The father’s attitude and actions are a
beautiful portrayal of divine mercy and forgiveness, and divine joy over a repentant sinner.

Page 2

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all
gathering around to hear [Jesus]. But the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”

Then Jesus told them this parable:. . . “There was a
man who had two sons. The younger one said to his
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he
divided his property between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got together
all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and
hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent
him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no
one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I
am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’
So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

ApPOstles” Creed ......vvvvveeieerrierrieiniee e
Hymn: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”....................
Sermon: “The Parable of the Sinful Sons” ..........

Hymn: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now™.....................

Prayer of the Church (Prayed Responsively):

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill
it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’
So they began to celebrate.

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When
he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So
he called one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. ‘Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has
him back safe and sound.’

“The older brother became angry and refused to go
in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he
answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet
you never gave me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours
who has squandered your property with prostitutes
comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

“‘My son, ‘the father said, ‘you are always with me,
and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and
is alive again; he was lost and is found.””

............................................................... Page 207
........................................... Hymn 440, verses 1-3
....................................................... Luke 15:11-32

........................................... Hymn 440, verses 4-6

(P] Let us approach God’s throne of grace, asking Him to hear our prayer on behalf of the
Church and for all those in need. . . God of all grace, through Your Spirit You have called
into being Your holy Church. Grant mercy to us, our congregation, and Synod, that we may
hold fast to Your saving Word and proclaim it with great joy. Bless [ and] all
pastors, teachers, and other servants of Your Church.

Bless the proclamation of Your Gospel in every land and place. Give us an increase of
faith, hope, and love, that we may show ourselves to be Christ’s disciples.
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FRF

FRFE FRF & FRF

REFE

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

Lord of the nations, Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Look in
mercy on our nation and all the nations of this world and especially on the leaders who have
been placed in positions of public trust.

Give them wisdom that they may serve with integrity and honor, defend liberty and
freedom, judge justly, and promote peace. Sustain all our military personnel,
protecting and defending them in all their ways.

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

O Lord, You are the strength and shield of Your people; grant healing, if it be Your will, to
[ and] all the sick, and have mercy upon the families of [ and] all
who mourn the death of loved ones.

Surround them with Your comfort, peace, and salvation, and sustain them in all their
sorrow, suffering, and trials.

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

Lord God, You richly bless us beyond what we either desire or deserve. We give You thanks
for the mercy You have shown us in many and various ways. Especially do we rejoice with
[ and] all who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries.

Continue to bless us along life’s way, teaching us to trust in You day by day.

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

In the holy Supper of Your Son, You give us a foretaste of the feast to come. As we feed this
day on Christ’s body and blood, grant us Your forgiveness and life.

Let our faith be strengthened, our witness renewed, and our life restored.

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

Additional Petitions Each Concluding with: [P) Heavenly Father,

® & BF

Have mercy upon us and hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we come before You trusting that You hear our prayers.

In Your mercy, listen to our supplications on behalf of all for whom we pray and fulfill
our desires and petitions according to Your will;

Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Offering
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RECORD OF FELLOWSHIP—If you have not yet filled out a Record of Fellowship pad at
either end of the pew, please remember to do so during the offering or Communion distribution.

Preface, Sanctus, Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer .........c.cccoeevvevveevvecienneennen. Page 208
Words of Institution, Pax Domini and Agnus Dei..........ccccevevviriiiniiiiiencieenieeneeere e Page 209
Hymns: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” .........cccevviiiiiieniiee e Hymn 437

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”........ccccoooiiviiiiiiineeeee e Hymn 611

HOLY COMMUNION—Because partaking of Holy Communion in a church-body is a
profession that you agree with the doctrines of that particular church-body, visitors and
guests who are not currently members of another congregation of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod are kindly asked to please make an appointment to visit with the pastor
before taking communion here. For more information you may consult the tract Questions
About Communion Attendance available in the tract rack in the lobby. Kneeling for
Communion is optional. If you prefer the common cup do not take an individual cup and you
will be served by the pastor. For those sensitive to alcohol the individual cups in the center
of the tray have non-alcoholic white wine. Persons who have difficulty approaching the altar
may request to have Communion served in the pew. Please notify an elder or the pastor.

Nunc Dimittis, Post-Communion Collect, Benedicamus and Benediction ........................ Page 211

Hymn: “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”..........ccooiiiiiiiiiii ettt Hymn 610

WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS! So happy you are
here this morning to worship the Lord. We pray this
worship hour is a blessing for you and invite you to
please come again soon. Everyone is asked to complete
the Record of Fellowship pad in the pews, and if you
are a visitor please also sign the Guest Register in the
entry and introduce yourself to the Pastor.
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IN OUR PRAYERS—Phil and Carolyn Hedemann who are sponsored by our Synod as
missionaries in Indonesia; Birthdays: Doug Martin, March 14; Madeline Smith, March 14;
Susan Amunson, March 17; Caden Peters, March 18; Brady Schroeder, March 19; Paul
Eickhoff, March 20. Megan Eckardt, wife of Seminarian Peter Eckardt at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne (and friends of Adriane Dorr), who has terminal cancer (updates about her
condition are at www.caringbridge.org/visit/meganeckardt/journal).

OOPS!—Are you celebrating a birthday or anniversary this week and it’s not listed above?
Well, that means we are missing those dates in our church records. Please contact the church
office (232-9117, holycross@longlines.com) and we will get our records updated!

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERMON—“The Parable of the Wicked Tenants” based on Luke 20:9-19.
Sermons are available in printed form on our web site, www.holycrossdakotadunes.org, usually
2-3 days after the service.

LENT SERVICES—“The Sounds of Lent” is the
theme for our 2010 Lent Services, each Wednesday
during Lent at 7:00pm. Each week we will meditate
on several sounds from the Lenten story, such as the
“Clanking  Coins,”  “Crowing  Rooster,”
“Washing Hands,” Pounding Hammer,” and
“Pouring Wine.” Bring your family for these brief
services to remember our Lord’s suffering for our
salvation. (During Lent Midweek Confirmation
classes are from 6:15pm-7:00pm, with the students
and their parents staying to attend the Lent services.)

The
Sounds

of
lent

LENTEN FOOD DRIVE—During the season of
Lent we are having a Lenten Food Drive to benefit
the Gospel Mission. Thru Good Friday there will
be a box in the Gathering Room for donations of
non-perishable food items. This is also a great
opportunity to get your children involved and teach
them the joy of sharing with those in need. “Share
with God's people who are in need, and extend
hospitality to strangers” (Romans 12:13).
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SUNRISE SERVICE—You are invited to a Community
Sunrise Service at Holy Cross on Easter Sunday, April 4 at
7:00am. This simple service will feature the Easter story and
favorite Easter hymns. A second Easter Service, with Holy
Communion, will be held at the regular time of 9:15am. Easter
Sunrise Service is one of the most moving and meaningful
worship opportunities of the year. Bring your family and
holiday guests to celebrate the real significance of Easter. This
is a wonderful opportunity to invite family, friends, neighbors,
etc.—everyone enjoys Easter Sunrise services!

HOLY WEEK SERVICES—Services for
Maundy Thursday on April 1 and Good Friday
on April 102 are at 7:00pm. The Maundy
Thursday  service  will include  Holy
Communion. Bring your family to meditate on
our Savior’s sacrifice for your salvation.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR EASTER EGG HUNT—Holy
Cross is again sponsoring a Community Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 3 (day before Easter) at 10:30am on the church
grounds. Volunteers are needed to help on the day of this event,
hiding eggs, distributing prizes, etc. Please sign up on the table
in the Gathering Room to help with this outreach. This event is
for the entire community, and all children up to age 10 are
welcome. Last year over 100 children and at least that many
adults attended. This event is becoming a real community
tradition. There will be plenty of eggs, prizes, snacks and an
Easter video. Bring your children and grandchildren, invite your
children’s friends and neighbor’s children.

THIS WEEK IN SUNDAY SCHOOL—The key point of today’s Sunday School lesson was that,

in our sin, we are lost from God and doomed to die, but God, in His love, sought and found us

and keeps us with Him forever. The Bible story was about Jesus seeking the lost as recorded by
St. Luke (Luke 15). In your family discussions, talk about how God keeps us through the work of
the Holy Spirit in the Word and the Sacraments. In the catechism, review the explanation to the
Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed. How does this fit with the Bible story?
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