The process of erecting our new Sanctuary Addition began with a
long-range planning study conducted in conjunction with the
10th Anniversary of Holy Cross in 2005. A fundraising campaign to
assess the feasibility of such a project resulted in pledges of $1.3 million
toward a project which eventually cost $1.5 million.

Ground was broken in March, 2007 and the first services were held
in the new Sanctuary at Holy Week and Easter, 2008.

The architect was Brad Mollet, AIA. His other recent work
includes the new South Dakota Governor’s Mansion in Pierre and the
new flagship store for Gunderson’s Jewelry at Lakeport Commons in
Sioux City.

This brochure explains the symbolism and features in our unique
Sanctuary.

Shape of Sanctuary Floor Plan

The classic shape for a Christian Sanctuary is cruciform, meaning
that if viewed from above it takes the shape of a cross. There was not
room on our property to add a Sanctuary with this traditional plan. So,
our architect chose another shape from Christian symbolism: the
Baptismal shell. If viewed from above, our Sanctuary is in the classic
shape of a Baptismal shell, with the entrance doors to the Sanctuary
forming the top of the shell, and the curved south wall forming the
curved bottom of the shell.
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//\ In Christian symbolism, the Baptismal shell usually has three drops

< N = > of water beneath, symbolizing the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy
R - S J]:// Spirit, in whose name we are baptized (Matthew 28:19). In our floor
N plan, the role of these three drops is taken by the three largest windows,

above and to either side of the Chancel. The first of these signature
windows to be installed, above the Altar, represents God the Son. The

II . window to the east will represent God the Father, and the window to the
I ) H (o) Iy C ross Eva N g el IC al west will represent God the Holy Spirit.

——— The main body of a church in which the congregation gathers is

LUtheran C h u rCh called the Nave. The name comes from the Latin word for “ship” (from

which we also get “navy”). This term was probably applied to church

Dakota Du nes, South Dakota buildings due to their typically long, narrow, ship-like dimensions.

Symbolically, the Church is pictured as a ship or ark, sailing the ocean of
time. The massive wooden beams and ceiling of our new Sanctuary are
reminiscent of an ancient ship—and probably not unlike the roof that
was upon Noah’s Ark!
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As this overlay superimposed on the floor plan shows, if viewed from
above our new Sanctuary is in the classic shape of a Baptismal shell,
with the north entrance doors to the Sanctuary forming the top of
the shell, and the curved south wall forming the curved bottom of
the shell.

Baptismal Font and Baptistery

A prominent and unique feature of our new Sanctuary is the
Baptistery. Appropriately, the shell theme is also found here, in the
plasterwork of this alcove. The arch of the Baptistery is in the stylized
shape of a shell. Also, the ceiling of the Baptistery is a canopy in the
form of a shell over the entire space, with the bowl of the shell turned
down, as if pouring out water. In the center of the Baptistery is the
Baptismal Font.
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The eight stained-glass windows in the Baptistery depict the life of
Christ, to symbolize that through Baptism we are united with Christ in
His life, death, and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5). These windows were
originally installed in 2004 in our former Sanctuary, which is now our
Fellowship Hall, and were moved to our new Sanctuary to this space
which was specifically designed for them.

The Baptistery is a half octagon and its floor extends into the
Sanctuary to form a complete octagon. Since ancient times the octagon
has been associated with Baptism. According to tradition, this shape
represents the new birth (Titus 3:5) and new creation (2 Corinthians
5:17) which God works in us through Baptism, with seven sides
representing the first creation in seven days, and the eighth symbolizing
the new creation in Christ. The reason this same octagonal shape is also
found in the entryway atrium of the Sanctuary addition is to symbolize
that the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is the “entrance rite” through which
we are incorporated into Christ’s Church.

Cross and Crucifix

Paul says in Galatians 6:14, “May I never boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is therefore customary for the largest, most
prominent piece of artwork in a church to be a cross. Our massive cross
is richly crafted of oak and poplar. There are five copper inserts, at the
end of each radius and in the center, to represent the five wounds of
Christ, in His hands, feet, and side (John 20:25-27, Luke 24:39-40). Our
Savior’s sacrifice for us on the cross is also beautifully depicted in our
processional crucifix, which is customarily placed adjacent to the pulpit,
to symbolize that, “We preach Christ crucified” (1 Corinthians 1:23).
The lighted cross surmounting our steeple, which is same cross that
formerly adorned the tower of our original building, is a testimony to the
world that this is a Christian church, where our worship is focused on the
cross of Christ.

Stained-Glass Windows

The massive cross above the Altar is artistically incorporated with
the Altar window, which is the signature artwork of our new Sanctuary.
It is really four windows in one, with panels featuring detailed scenes of
the nativity, ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord.

The three largest windows representing the Persons of the Trinity will
also depict the primary work of each Person: Creation (Father), Redemption
(Son), and Sanctification (Holy Spirit). And these three windows will
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together tell the entire story of Scripture, starting “in the beginning” at the
top of the east window, with Genesis and creation, and ending at the bottom
of the west window with Revelation, and the Second Coming of Christ and
the “new heaven and new earth” (2 Peter 3:13).

The beautiful “red ribbon” device, as seen in the center window
which has now been installed, will be repeated in each of these three
windows and connect them to tell one unbroken story. The ribbon can be
thought to represent a ribbon in the pages of a Bible, and it is red to
symbolize the blood sacrifice of Christ for our salvation, which is the
unifying theme running throughout Scripture.

A conceptual plan has been adopted by the congregation for future
windows in our new Sanctuary. The two smaller, square windows above
and on either side of the Altar will depict the two Sacraments, the east
window being a Baptismal shell to signify Holy Baptism, and the west
window a Communion chalice to signify Holy Communion.

The three windows of increasing height on the east wall will portray
additional scenes from the life of Christ and major festivals of the Church.
The shortest window will be the Epiphany (Matthew 2:1-11), the center
window the Baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:13-17), and we will use the
height the tallest window to portray the Ascension (Acts 1:1-12). Because
the single window on the west wall is adjacent to the Baptistery, it will
depict the classic scene of Jesus with the little children (Mark 10:13-16).

To complement the two windows representing the Sacraments, the
large window in the Coffee Bar area, which is now frosted glass, will
represent the Word of God. This will also provide a stunning point of
visual interest as worshippers enter through the archway from the
entryway atrium, immediately signifying that this is a house of divine
worship in which, as the ancient prayer says, we “read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest” the Holy Scriptures. The window on the landing to the
balcony will depict musical praises rendered to the Lord, perhaps with
symbols such as a harp, organ, and choir. Finally, the two small
clerestory windows in the Hearth Room will depict Luther’s Seal and the
logo cross of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

The congregation determined that all these windows will be
designed and crafted by Bovard Studios, Fairfield, lowa, one of the
largest firms in the nation, whose first design for us is the stunning new
window above our Altar. Windows will be installed as donations are
made. They do not have to be donated or installed in a specific order or
in groupings. If you are interested in donating a window, please speak to
Pastor Vogts.
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The three largest windows in our new Sanctuary represent the three
Persons of the Trinity, and the primary work of each Person: Father
(Creation), Son (Redemption), and Holy Spirit (Sanctification).
Together, these three windows will tell the entire story of Scripture,
starting “in the beginning” at the top of the east window, with
Genesis and creation, and ending at the bottom of the west window
with Revelation and the “new heaven and new earth” (2 Peter 3:13).
The beautiful “red ribbon” device, as seen in the center window
which has been installed, will be repeated in each of these three
windows and connect them to tell one unbroken story. The ribbon
can be thought to represent a ribbon in the pages of a Bible, and it is
red to symbolize the blood sacrifice of Christ for our salvation,
which is the unifying theme running throughout Scripture. If you
are interested in donating one of the remaining windows in this set,,
or another window, please speak to Pastor Vogts.
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